


It’s that time of year for the
PDC Christmas Party

Sunday evening, December 3rd

6:30-9:30PM
at the

Hunter’s Head Pub in Upperville, VA on Rt. 50

Come enjoy a full buffet dinner, yummy mouth watering desserts,
and beverages of your choice(teas, etc). Cash bar.

Cost: $20/per person. Friends and family are welcome.

Please send your check made payable to the PDC to:
Ben Cox,

PDC Christmas Party
PO Box 1402

Middleburg, VA 20118-1402

or bring your check to the party.

Don’t miss a second of the Social event of the holiday season.
Ask for the PDC reserved room.





THE HORSE AND BUGGY AGE In New England
By Edwin Valentine Mitchell (published 1937)

Sleighs and Sleigh Bells

In the single small town of East Hampton,
nestled in the hills of central Connecticut, are
produced substantially all the sleigh-bells used in
America. Thousands of sugar barrels filled with
them were shipped out of the town of, where at one
time half a dozen concerns were engaged in making
sleigh-bells. The largest of these foundries, in which
the bulk of the sleigh bells was made, still exists [in
the 1930’s] owned and operated for over a century
by the same family.

The pioneer American sleigh-bell maker was
William Barton who was born in Wintonbury, now
Bloomfield, Connecticut, on November 26, 1762.

During the Revolutionary War he lived in Springfield, Massachusetts, where his father worked as a gunsmith.
After the war the family returned to Wintonbury. In 1790 young Barton went to New York and devoted himself
to making andirons and brass articles.

In 1818 he returned to Connecticut and began the manufacture of sleigh bells in East Hampton, then a
parish in the town of Chatham. There had been a forge there for some time on the stream just below Lake
Pocataupaug. Barton's sleigh-bells differed from other sleigh-bells in that he was the first to cast them in one
piece. The earlier method was to make them in two parts and solder the pieces together. He also introduced the
method of polishing bells by rolling them in a barrel.

He left East Hampton in 1826 and settled in Cairo, New York. About two years later he was joined by a
young man from East Hampton named William Bevin, whose father had bound him to Barton for the last year
of the youth's minority. It was stated in the indenture, which is still in the possession of the Bevin family, that
when his time was up William Bevin should be free to copy anything he had learned to make under Barton. On
returning to East Hampton, young Bevin lost no time in setting himself up as a sleigh-bell maker.

In 1832 he began to take his brothers into partnership, the firm, in addition to sleigh-bells, also making
waffle irons, coffee mills, pots, and kettles. The small shop in which the Bevin brothers-William, Chauncey,
Abner, and Philo-started their business is standing among the buildings of the large plant that sprang around it
when they became the leading sleigh-bell makers of the world. The granddaughter of William Bevin kept in her
attic the trunk in which her grandfather carried his sleigh-bells when he took the steamboat at Middle Haddam
to sell his bells in New York. All the bells for the liner Manhattan, for example, were cast in the Bevin Brothers'
foundry by some of the same men who made sleigh-bells in the days when their pleasant jingle was heard in the
land. Barton died July 15, 1849 in East Hampton where he had returned shortly before his death.

Many different patterns were used in sleigh-bell making. The commonest were the globe, band, and rim
bells, which were either single- or double-throated; that is, the bells had a single slit in them to let out the sound,
or two slits cut across each other at right angles. The bells were given a simple polishing, or a silverwhite late
finish, or were plated with nickel, brass, silver, or gold. The Bevin Brothers made twenty different sizes of
common sleigh-bells, ranging in diameter from seven, eights of an inch to three and three quarter inches. Strung
together in clusters of a dozen, they were sold by the pound as loose bells or were wired or riveted to neck
straps, body straps, or martingale straps.

The number of bells on a strap depended on the size of the bells used. A body strap might have as many
as sixty small bells, or a fewer number of larger bells of a single size, or assorted sizes. The price of a strap of
sleigh bells ran from a dollar to eighteen dollars, depending on the quality of the harness leather used and also
the quality of the bells with which it was equipped.


